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a place called Bckerloo. On the 25th they marchod to
Male, a distance of three leagues and a half, passing
close to the walls of Bruges, in which they had indulged
faint hopes of exciting an insurrection, but obtained no-
thing but a feeble cannonade from the fortifications
which did no damage except the killing of one muleteer.
The 'next night was passed at Jabbeke, four leagues
from Male, and on the 27th, after marching another
league, they came before the fort of Oudenburg.

This important post on the road which the enemy
would necessarily traverse in coming from the interior
to the coast was easily captured and then strongly
garrisoned. Maurice with the main army spent the two
following days at the fortress, completing his arrange-
ments. Solms was sent forward to seize the sconces
and redoubts of the enemy around Ostend, at Breedene,
Snaaskerk, Plassendaal, and other points, and especially
to occupy the important fort called St. Albert, which
was in the downs at about a league from that city. All
this work was thoroughly accomplished; little or no
resistance having been made to the occupation of these
various places. Meantime the States-General, who at
the special request of Maurice were to accompany the
expedition in order to observe the progress of events for
which they were entirely responsible, and to aid the
army when necessary by their advice and co-operation,
had assembled to the number of thirteen in Ostend.
Solms having strengthened the garrison of that place
then took up his march along the beach to Nieuport.
During the progress of the army through Holland and
Zeeland towards its place of embarkation there had been
nothing but dismal prognostics, with expressions of
muttered indignation, wherever the soldiers passed. It
seemed to the country people, and to the inhabitants of
every town and village, that their defenders were going
to certain destruction; that the existence of the com-
monwealth was hanging by a thread soon to be snapped
asunder. As the forces subsequently marched from the
Sas of Ghent towards the Flemish coast there was no
rising of the people in their favour, and although
Maurice had issued distinct orders that the peasantry
were to be dealt with gently and justly, yet they found
neither peasants nor villagers to deal with at all. Tho